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Christmas Memories & Traditions 
 

An old photograph was recently given to me …which 
made me think about Christmas Traditions… 
 
When I think of Christmas with my family growing up, it is 
not the presents that I remember, oh, there might be one 
or two, but it is the traditions that I remember fondly. 
 
Seven of our Senior Members: Barbara Habenschuss, 
Eva & Konrad Schmidt, Magdalena Schaefer, Johanna 
Spang, Kaethe Blechschmidt, and Barbara Blum shared 
their Christmas Memories and Traditions growing up in 
Liebling.  
 
They were all excited about the arrival of St. Nicholas Day 
on December 6th…putting their cleaned shoes on the 
windowsill the night before so that St. Nicholas would fill 
them with candies. Barbara Habenschuss said as a little 
child this was an important day, and this is a tradition 
these members have passed down generation to 
generation. 

 
Konrad Schmidt remembered going to church in the 
afternoon on Christmas Eve and the school children 
would sing carols. Barbara Blum remembers sitting on her 
grandfather’s lap waiting for Christkind to arrive with the 
small freshly cut balsam Christmas tree. The tree was 
decorated with homemade ornaments and clipped 
candles and small sparklers. Kaethe Blechscmidt said 
when the candles and sparklers were lit it was beautiful, 
but the sparklers would be over quickly – to a count of ten. 

 
Christmas Eve was everyone’s favorite as a child …this 
was the day you opened your presents. They all said they 
looked forward to opening their presents…even though 
they usually only received oranges, apples, nuts, and 
homemade candies – candies made by their family or 
someone in the village. Eva Schmidt said she did have a 
homemade doll and she would receive a new homemade 
doll outfit as a gift each year. Barbara Blum remembers 
receiving, as a little child, a baby doll carriage. But most 
remember just receiving fruits, nuts, and candies and 
being delighted to receive these gifts. 
 
Christmas Day was spent with family and celebrated with 
a four-course dinner. This also was the day children would 
visit their godparents and they received decorated 
lebkuchen. The girl’s lebkuchen were baked like a doll 

and the boy’s lebkuchen were baked like a horse. Some 
received money from their godparents. These gifts were 
referred to as “Godesach.” 

 
On December 26th, sometimes referred to as the “Second 
Christmas,” was celebrated with extended family. 
Magdalena Schaefer and her husband, Mike, continued 
this tradition of celebrating with their extended family and 
would host on Christmas Eve an open house. The cousins 
would open their gifts, and at the end of the night, light a 
candle, and they would all sing Silent Night. 
 
Many of these Lieblinger traditions have been passed 
down generation to generation. Maybe one of your 
traditions is Johanna Spang’s family’s favorite; baking 
Christmas cookies…Vanilla Kipfel and Lieblinger cakes. 
This is one of my family’s traditions of baking Christmas 
cookies together and has been passed down generation 
to generation. 
 
No matter what family traditions you may have…these 
family traditions create wonderful warm memories and 
help make the Christmas season a little brighter and 
merrier. 
                          (Bettie Schaefer) 

 
Birthdays Celebrated in December  

 
Rick Stumpf, Katherine Mohrdieck, David & Keith 
Grossich, Bettie Schaefer, Laura Reichert, Peyton 
Masters, Kaethe Blechschmidt, and Leah Steeb  

http://www.lieblingerchicago.com/


Birthdays Celebrated in December (cont’d) 
 
Rick Stumpf, Audrey Vaccarello, Nicholas Schubkegel, 
Kaethe Blechschmidt, David Grossich, Jason Vaccarello, 
Peyton Masters, Cecilia Galicia, Katherine Mohrdieck, 
Keith Grossich, Nancy Melerski, Bettie Schaefer, Nichole  
Mohrdieck, Laura Reichert, and Leah Steeb. 
 

Special Birthday Celebration  
Kaethe Blechschmidt celebrated her 100th birthday! 
Celebrating with her extended family, and Lieblinger 
family.  Everyone enjoyed the delicious cake. 
 

 

 
Kaethe Blechschmidt with her 6 years old great-
granddaughter, Madelyn  
 

 
Kaethe Blechschmidt’ s family: 
Erika & Jeffrey Sampson, Heidi & Mark Atkinson, Liz 
& Kevin Conway, Chris Atkinson & Lisa Menninger, 
Katie & Rick Amundsen, great-grandchildren, Oliver, 
Jack, Madelyn, and Liam  

 
Kaethe Blechschmidt, Magdalena Schaefer and 
Barbara Blum  
 
 

 
President, Rick Stumpf, welcoming everyone to the 

Lieblinger Christmas Party. 
 
The Invocation was given by Jeffrey Grossich  
 

 
 



 

 
Das Christkind – Mikayla Steeb 

 

 
Mikayla Steeb- Christkind,  Master of Ceremonies, 
John Schaefer, and Katie Amundsen, Christmas  

Program Co-Ordinator  
 

             
 Das Christkind in Liebling- read by Roger Falk  
 

I  
Katie Amundsen telling the children about St. 
Nicholaus Day in Liebling!  
 
The member’s Kinder attending the Christmas Party 
and receiving gifts from Santa: Liam and Oliver 
Atkinson, Jude and Simon Brumley, Jack and 
Madelyn Conway, Ben, Madilyn, and Nolan 
Faulkner, Bella Grossich, Harrison, Henrik, and 
Owen Hughes, Braden Lehnhardt, Peyton, Taylor 
and Maycee Masters, Andrew, Charlie, Grant, 
Grace, and Liesl Naurath, Natalie and Owen Rill, 
Hannah and Leah Steeb, Gavin Stumpf and 
Evangeline Untch. 
 
Here are a few pictures of the Children’s 
Performances: 
 

 
A Dance by Grace  



 
Greeting by Henrik and Owen  

 

 
Logan Rill playing the French Horn 

 
 

 
Peyton, Maycee & Taylor singing  

 
Natalie Rill playing the Clarinet 

 

 
 

Charlie playing  a song on the keyboard -with 
Mikayla  

 
A Greeing by Leah & Liesl  with Mikayla   

 
 
 

 



 
Grace playing a song on the keyboard  

 

 
Christmas in Liebling – read by Heidi Atkinson 

 
 

 
Weihnachten daheim – read by Mary Wagner  
 
 
 

 
Kinder getting treats from Christkind 

 

 
Arrival of Santa Claus 

 

 
Braden receiving a gift from Santa Claus with Bella   
 
 
 



 
They were so excited to see what gift they received 
from Santa Claus – never made it to their table! 

 
What fun it was to open a grab bag raffle gift and see 
what you won.  Congratulations to all the winners! 

 
Seniors attending the Christmas Party: 
Henry Reichert, Konrad Schmidt, Ruby Longoria, 
Kaethe Blechschmidt, Magdalena Schaefer and  
Barbara Blum 
 
Thank you to Katie Amundsen for Planning the 
Christmas Program, and Designing and Printing the 
Christmas Programs.  
 

Please enjoy the following pictures   of our Lieblinger 
families that attended the Christmas Party: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
Elaine & Keith Grossich – To celebrate Keith’s 

Birthday- they generously  paid for every Member’s 
dinner at the Christmas Party. 

 
  

Here is that old picture given to me-taken in 1985: 
 

 
Pictured is: President John Schaefer, his grand-daughter, 
Lauren, Maria Wennberg, Santa Claus and children 
waiting to receive their gifts from Santa. 
 
One of our  family’s favorite   tradition is attending the 
Lieblinger Christmas Party- which started when our 
daughter was little.  We continue this tradition with our 
daughter, Lauren, her husband, Bill, and our two 
grandsons, Billy and Braden.  We hope that attending the 
Lieblinger Christmas Party is one of your family’s 
traditions – if not, there is always next year. 
               
It has been my privilege to write and distribute the 
Lieblinger Newsletter each month and I welcome you to 
share your stores and special events with our members.  
You can email me at Bettiesch@aol.com  
 
Remember that our Lieblinger Recipes E-Book Edition is 
available for purchase, as well as the Lieblinger 
Ornament/Bookmark on our lieblingerchicago.com 
website.  Just go to “ Shop” on our website. 

                   (Bettie Schaefer) 
 

The Officers and Committee Members wish you a 
Merry Christmas and a Wonderful New Year! 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Lieblinger Meeting- January 8, 2023 
Lieblinger Meeting – February 5, 2023 
Lieblinger Meeting – March 5, 2023 
Lieblinger Meeting – April 2, 2023 
Lieblinger Meeting – May 7, 2023 
Lieblinger Meeting – June 4, 2023 
Lieblinger Meeting – July 9, 2023 
Lieblinger Meeting/Picnic – August 13,2023 
Lieblinger Meeting – September 10, 2023 
Lieblinger Meeting – October 1, 2023 
Kirchweih – Saturday, October 7, 2023 
Lieblinger Meeting/Election – November 5, 2023 
Christmas Party – Sunday, December 3, 2023 
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